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As we sit around the Seder table, it is important that we remember people in Israel who
have been violated by the evil acts of terror. Whether it is someone who was injured in
an explosion in a café, sitting on a bus going to work or school, or people in Sderot who
are barraged everyday by the launching of Kassam rockets, we must also include them in
our thoughts and have them with us in our Seder experience.

Passover is a time of renewal. It is at Passover that we become a free Jewish nation; it is
at Passover that we begin counting our Jewish calendar from the very first month of
Nisan and it is at Passover that we begin to see new blossoms taking flower.

Operation Embrace is a non-profit organization whose mission is to provide both physical
and emotional assistance for injured survivors of terror attacks. Operation Embrace is
dedicated to helping renew the lives of so many who are broken as a result of the barbaric
acts of terror. In honor of each of you sitting here, I have donated $18 (a chai donation)
for each person here tonight. With this donation it is my hope that together we will bring
renewal and comfort to victims of terror attacks in Israel and specifically now, to the
victims of Kassam rocket attacks in Sderot and in the surrounding areas.

Example of Operation Embrace Assistance:
Operation Embrace is providing financial assistance to the family of Orel, age 7 who
sustained a head injury in January 2009, from a grad missile that was launched from Gaza
and landed near him in Be’er Sheva.  Orel was in a coma for three weeks. He is now
paralyzed on the right side of his body. He is currently at a rehabilitation hospital in
Jerusalem with his parents by his bedside 24/7. Orel also has a 10 month old sibling who
remains in Be’er Sheva. It is unclear whether Orel will regain mobility.

Below is a recent picture of Orel during a visit from participants on an Operation
Embrace mission in Israel. As we celebrate Passover 5769/ 2009, let us take strength and
inspiration, as well as give support to Orel and others like him who are the victims of
terror attacks. On this Passover 5769 / 2009; let us all pray for renewed hope and new
beginnings for a better tomorrow. Amen.




